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Mre. Eather McGowin Blake haa the dietinotion of being the “First Woman ln the 

Air Forcevf. She enlisted in the f’irst minute of the first hour of the flrat day 

regular Air Forue duty wa8 authorized for women on July 8, 1948. 

Service in the Nation’s Air Forces, however, even then was nothIng new for Mrs. 

Blake. Her active military career began in 1944 when she, a widow of the late 

J. 0. Blake, joined her 8ozu in uniform of the Army Air Forces, The occasion 

which caused her to close her desk a8 a civilian employee at Miami Air Depot and 

join the Women’s Army Corps (WAC) was reaeipt of notification that her elder of 

two 80118, Lt. Julius Blake, a B-17 pilot out of England, had been shut duwn over 

Belgium and was reported missing. Her younger son Lt. Tom Blake, who later 

shared a etmilar experience, wau eerving in B-28 Medium Bombers in Italy. 

At the time Mrs. Blake was quoted in the Miami Herald a8 Raying that her -on 

for joining the WASa was the hope of helping free a eoldier from cleric!al work to 

fight, thus speeding the end of the war. ‘Tf I can do this, lf ehe said “My effort8 

will be worth whild. ” 

During the montha and years that followed, Mrs. Blake aaw both of her eons return 

from combat with only minor wounda and muuh decorated. 

She saw rrervico not only in many baeee throughout the United States but aleo in 

Alaska and the Yukon Territory near the Aleutiana. 
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She sleparoted from servhe briefly and returned to her aivilian job in Mlaml 

in the mid - 40%. She heeded a reoall for women in eorvioe and returned to an 

Army assignment at Ft. MuPhearaan, Atlanta, Georgia. 

assignment that the Air Force became a separate branch 

in Air Font were authorieed. 

It was during: this 

of the service and women 

She remained active with the Air Foroe until 1954 when she eeparated from the 

service due to a disability and went to work with the U. S. Civil Servioe at the 

Veterans Re&mal HeacQuartera here in Montgomery. 

A few years back she fully retired and has lived in the City until a recent illness 

required nursfmg ho- oare for rest and recupetiiasl 

Her elder loll Juliue and 

Assistant Treasurer and 

COrporatioiL 

his family live in Tampa, Florida, where fs ts the 

National Salea Manager for the Have-Tampa Cigar 

Her son Tom and his family are Montgomarians. He is the Executive Vice President 

of the Montgomery Area Chamber of Commerce. 
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) LAKELAND, Mflrch 2X--(SpPrlnJ. 

-Mrs. Esther M. BI%ke’, former Lake 
lander who has one son mL4ng i 

~RS hRci two neJ>hewa kllled In actlo 

haa plvrli up her .@!I Rt the trfllne 

,tentinq nrrtlon of the MlRml al 
&pot and rnllrrled in the air WAGS. 

Her .snn, Srcond Lieut. Jullun 0 

jlowing an operational mlsfilon 0 

‘&farrh B. Her other son, Lieu 

1 Thomfl6 L. Blake, la aervhu wlt~h 

ore doing work connec 
with the rrmy air forces. . 



Mrs. Rlalie 
Jobs Sons 

In Uniform. 

Ilundry, Mar. 26, f944 THI 



SEPTEMBER 9. 1948 i 

FIRST WAF 

S-S@. Esther BIake 

lOINED WAF IN 
INITIAL MINUTE 

S-Sgt. Esther Blake of the S-4 sec- 

.ion of the air base group at Green- 

#IlIe Air Fprce Dose probably was the 

irst WAC in the United States Army 

:o be enlisted in the United States 

4ir Force in the status of a WAF. 

$e was enlisted in the first minute .- 
If the first Irour of the first day_%&‘-_ 

ar Air Force I39 was authorized -_- _. -r”--_._, -7h-- 

‘u groul) of 11 other womtq at Fort -. 
!Mcl’herson, near Atlanta, but all tile -I__ 
c&l~crs rvnlaincd in the 

I She origirully enlisted in March) 

,1944, in Miami in the Air Force, 

served one year in the Alaskan di- 

vision and was discharged in Novcm- 

iber, 1945. She reenlisted in April, 

1947, and was ussigncd to the ground 

/force but seized the first opportunity 

/to return to the Air Force. 

) Stl(: teas two sons who served in 

the Air Force and now are member4 

of the Air Ia’orc~c- Htxrw. First Lt. 

IJlllius Hlake was Q pilot who was’ 

listed as missing for rliqc: months ir; 

;Cermany and Virst Lt. Thomas Dbke 

iwho flew 50 missions in North Afria 

,and Italy. 
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STAFF SERGEANT 

\ 
ESTHER MCGOWIN BLAKE 

I 
“THE FIRST WOMAN IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE” 

DEDICATION OF 

THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE SENIOR NC0 ACADEMY 
STUDENT DORMITORY 

AS 

I BLAKE HALL 
1 OCTOBER 1987 I 







P. 0. Box 79 

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36101 

Mrs. Taylor Morrow 
Montgomery Baptist Hospital 

Montgomery, Alabama 

April 22, 19’70 

&St a q&?. . . Mrs. Morrow, 

. . . to say I hope that the enclosed information and the picture you 

requested will be helpful. The picture was made during an interview a few years back 

by a Maxwell AFB WAF when they were preparing an article for the Air Force Times 

publication. The article definitely established her as being “The First Woman in 

Air Force”. 

Sincerely, 

THOMAS L. BLAKE 
4 

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 

MONTQOMERY AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
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